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Verkmenntaskoli Austurlands (VA)

Verkmenntaskdli Austurlands (VA) is vocational school in Neskaupstadur, a town of about 1500
inhabitants in East Iceland. Neskaupstadur is a part of Fjardabyggd municipality. VA is in fact the only
VET school in the east half of Iceland, from Akureyri to Selfoss.

We have 7 trades for vocational educations; electrician, house building, engineer, industrial
Mechanics, practical nurses, hairdresser, assistant in kindergarten and elementary schools. We also
offer students two ways in general education; study programme in Natural Science and in Social
Sciences. Recently we started a new trade, in Innovation and Technology - a new line of education
which is a kind of mix between vocational studies and general education.

We are small school with about 250 students. Most of the students come from area in 50 km radius
from Neskaupstadur.

Two years ago we opened a fabrication laboratory (Fab Lab) in the school and we are now aiming
more towards technology, entrepreneurship and innovation.

Quality issues are very important to us and we are working on implementing quality system in our
school, ISO 9001. The goal is to get quality certification in the next year or so.

We collaborate with 12 Icelandic schools on secondary level, that are all located in rural parts of
Iceland. Our goal is to increase the offer in trades both in general education and in vocational
studies.

About Fjardabyggd

Municipality of Fjardabyggd was formed by the union of nine formerly independent East Iceland
communities. Residents of the municipality is now about 4.700.

Mijoifjordur, Nordfjordur (Neskaupstadur), Eskifjordur, Reydarfjordur, Faskridsfjordur and
Stodvarfjordur developed on the basis of fishing. Today there are major fishing companies in
Nordfjérdur, Eskifjordur and Faskrudsfjordur, and fishing is carried on in Stodvarfjordur, though on a
smaller scale.

At Reydarfjordur, fishing has been replaced by service industries and aluminium production.
Fjardabyggd's distinctive feature is its beautiful nature and the nearness of majestic mountains
surrounding each community.

A period of major development in Fjardabyggd is now ending and an exciting new era is taking over,
an era in which the priority will be to strengthen the infrastructure of society, improve the
environment and cultivate services.

More information about Fjar8abyggd here: http://en.visitfjardabyggd.is/

Information about East Iceland; where to stay, dine and what to do is here: https://www.east.is/en



http://en.visitfjardabyggd.is/
https://www.east.is/en

Where to stay and dine? What to do in Neskaupstadur?

Where to stay in Neskaupstadur
Hildibrand Hotel — a boutique apartment hotel, offering spacious self-catering apartments all with their
own private balcony overlooking the fjord.

Skorrahestar - The guesthouse at Skorrahestar farm is in a renovated barn.
Vid laekinn - Cozy family guesthouse located in the center of Neskaupstadur.

Hotel Capitano - Hotel Capitano is a small and friendly hotel in a renovated 100 year old corrugated iron

clad house, located right on the ocean front in Neskaupstadur.

Where to dine in Neskaupstadur

There are a couple of restaurants in Neskaupstadur

Kaupfélagsbarinn

Grill 66
Hotel Capitano

Nesbaer — coffee shop

Bait Shack — seasonal opening

What to do in Neskaupstadur

If you have some time to spare we do reccomend:
Swimming Pool — we do have an amazing pool in the center of town

Avalanche fences and hiking trails — From the avalanche fences above the town you get great view over

the town and fjord. It’s easy to walk between the fences on hiking trails.
Easter Cave — a short hike (only recommended if there is now snow — takes about 1-2 hours)
Skorrahestar — riding tours
Neskaupstadur's Museum House
e  Jésafat Hinriksson’s Seafaring and Smithy Collection

e The Museum of Natural History
e Tryggvi Olafsson’s Art Collection



https://www.east.is/en/other/index/accommodation/hotels/hildibrand-hotel
https://www.skorrahestar.is/the-guesthouse/
https://creek.is/en/
http://en.visitfjardabyggd.is/where-to-stay/hotels/details/hotel-capitano
http://en.visitfjardabyggd.is/where-to-dine/details/Kaupfelagsbarinn_
http://en.visitfjardabyggd.is/where-to-dine/details/olis-neskaupstadur1
https://www.east.is/en/what-to-see-and-do/dining/restaurants/nesbaer-resaturant
http://en.visitfjardabyggd.is/where-to-dine/details/bait-shack
https://www.east.is/en/what-to-see-and-do/recreation/swimming-pools/neskaupstadur
https://www.google.is/search?q=neskaupsta%C3%B0ur+varnargar%C3%B0ar&rlz=1C1EJFA_enIS736IS736&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwin-JTw5_3ZAhXPxaYKHaFSBKkQ_AUICigB&biw=1920&bih=925#imgrc=mx0Lkb5R06f8eM:
http://en.visitfjardabyggd.is/things-to-do/places-of-interest/details/paskahellir-cave
https://www.east.is/en/what-to-see-and-do/recreation/horse-riding-tours/skorrahestar-riding-tours
http://en.visitfjardabyggd.is/things-to-do/museums/details/neskaupstadurs-museum-house
http://en.visitfjardabyggd.is/things-to-do/museums/details/neskaupstadurs-museum-house
http://en.visitfjardabyggd.is/things-to-do/museums/details/josafat-hinrikssons-seafaring-and-smithy-collection
http://en.visitfjardabyggd.is/things-to-do/museums/details/the-museum-of-natural-history
http://en.visitfjardabyggd.is/things-to-do/museums/details/tryggvi-olafssons-art-collection

Program of Stay

Weekday | Task / Occupation
Tuesday
Arrive to Iceland???
17/04/2018
Wednesday Visit David Duro in Hornafjordur
18/04/2018 Drive to Neskaupstadur in the afternoon
National Holiday in Iceland, called ,,first day of summer”
9:00
e Introduction to Icelandic education system — Bobba, studies director of VA
10:00—-12:00
e Visit Erasmus+ workshops, cooperation between VA and Nesskdli —13 - 15
years old students
o Three workshops will be running (subjects might be changed a little):
Thursday =  Fab Lab work shop — 2D design, vinylcutter, lasercutter
19/04/2018 = Micro:bit workshop — programmmg and electronics
= Sphero workshop - programming
12:00-13:00
e Lunch (cafeteria in VA is closed so you’ll have to grab something to eat
elsewhere)
13:00 - 15:00
o  The workshops will still be running — if you like you can take more part there.
If you've seen all the workshops already the afternoon is all yours.
Neskaupstadur - job shadow in Verkmenntaskoli Austurlands (VA)
8:30-9:30
e Tour around VA.; Academic studies, hairdressing, electricity, mechanics.
9:30-9:50
Friday e Coffee break with the teachers
20/04/2018 9:50 - 10:50

e Visit carpentry classroom — teacher is Sigurjén — his students are on their
second term in carpentry.

10:55-11:55

e Visit the Fab Lab —teachers are Vardi and Lilja — our students will be working
on their final projects in the Fab Lab beginners course



https://www.google.is/maps/place/Neskaupstadur/@65.1422473,-13.716906,12.92z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x48c95733e65d657b:0x695304ba4600ec60!8m2!3d65.1524255!4d-13.6849649
https://www.va.is/
http://www.nesskoli.is/is/forsida
https://www.facebook.com/fablabausturland/
http://microbit.org/

11:55-12:30
e Lunch at VA’s cafeteria (in the dormitory)
12:30-13:30

e Visit carpentry classroom — teacher is Jon (Nonni) - students on fourth term in
carpentry are building a 15m? house in the classroom.

13:35-14:35

e Visit the Fab Lab —teacher is Vidar — he is teaching a course in designing and
building speakers (3d design and CNC milling)

Travel to Akureyri in the afternoon??

Akureyri
Saturday
12:00 — Visit Fab Lab Akureyri an get a tour and introduction to the lab.
21/04/2018
Drive to Reykjavik???
Sunday
Day off
22/04/2018
Reykjavik
Mond e 13:15
onda
y o Job-shadow visit at Borgarholtsskdli i Reykjavik
23/04/2018 o Contact person is Kristveig Halld6rsdoéttir, teacher and international
coordinator in Borgarholtsskéli, erlentsamstarf@bhs.is -
http://erlentsamstarf.bhs.is/index.php/en/
Tuesday
Fly back to Spain
24/04/2018

Pratical information

There is a saying about the weather in Iceland, “If you don’t like the weather just wait five minutes, it
will have changed by then.” So be prepared for snow, sleet, rain and sun — and check out the weather
forecast (https://www.yr.no/).



mailto:erlentsamstarf@bhs.is
http://erlentsamstarf.bhs.is/index.php/en/
https://www.yr.no/

Person of Contact:
International Coordinator

Lilja Gudny Jéhannesdattir
Email: lilja@va.is

Telephone during work hours: +354 477 1620

Telephone outside of work hours: +354 848 3607 / +354 477 1964

Emergency
In the event of emergency please call 00 354 112.

While in Neskaupstadur

If you're in need of colsulting a doctor:

e On weekdays from 8:00 — 16:00
o Call +354 470 1450 and you’'ll reach the local clinic in Neskaupstadur 1700

e Qutside of office hours, on weekends and national holidays
o Call +354 1700 and you’ll reach a nurse which can connect you to a doctor

If you're in need of a dentist:

e Dentist in Neskaupstadur, +354 477 1888
e Dentist in Reydarfjordur, +354 474 1465

Concluding Remarks

We trust that you will have a pleasant and informative stay here in Verkmenntaskdli Austurlands.
Likewise, that it will be a visit that will benefit you both professionally and personally. Hopefully, your
time here will provide insight into life in Iceland and open a network system for making new

contacts.

Kzer kvedja,
Elvar Jonsson

Headmaster of Verkmenntaskdli Austurlands



mailto:lilja@va.is

